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might co-operate with England in establishing an economic
blockade, but the possibility of their sending forces to join
in the fighting is out of the question.
Second case.
We have considered above an Anglo-Japanese war
which might arise should the next Pacific Conference break
up and leave unsettled Japan's position in regard to the
League of Nations. We have also discussed the diplomatic
and economic contest between the two countries and the
attitude of the others.
In the second case, which will now be considered, it
is supposed that although a peaceful solution has been
found to the questions of Manchuria and of the limitation of
armament, Japan's economic and demographic difficulties
cause a war with England in the more distant future.
The international situation is continually changing, and
it is very difficult to foresee what may happen, but it is not
likely that the attitudes of America and Holland will alter
much from those described above, even in the course of time.
The presence of Japan is sufficient to prevent any sudden
breach between England and America, and there is nothing
to cause a change in the attitude of Holland. The attitude
of other countries cannot be foreseen, but what we Japanese
must not forget is that our relations with France will have
a very considerable effect on the result of any war with
England. We must endeavour to establish good relations
with her and so to behave towards her as to secure her good-
will in time of war.
As has already been pointed out, England has to think
of Europe, and is not in a position to station a powerful
Fleet in the Pacific. This is one of her weak points and one for
Japan to make the most of in the event of war. The principal
reason for it is the presence in the Mediterranean of the
French and Italian Fleets. As these two countries are potential
enemies, it may be that England would have nothing to fear
from France, even though she despatched her Mediterranean
Fleet to the Far East. But should France be hostile, or even
unfriendly, the route through the Mediterranean and the
Suez Canal might be interrupted at its start. The result
would be that England would have to fall back on the long
route round the Cape. The loss and inconvenience that this